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Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from the The Holy Bible, English Standard Version published by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. ESV is adapted from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. 

Belief in Man Increases While Belief in God Declines 

Most Americans believe that the church is on the decline as far as influence and transformation of 
communities. A new survey from LifeWay Research reveals that the majority of Americans have an 
admiration for those that attend church yet fail to see that it is relevance for their own life. It is 
observed in the study that, 

Americans have a much more optimistic view of the people and practice of attending church than they do of the 
health of the church. Church attendance is much like regular exercise and driving the speed limit. People do not 
live out everything they admire.1 – Scott McConnell 

 Take a moment and compare the two charts from this study regarding church attendance and health. 

                                                        

1 Lisa Green, “American Believe Church is Good But Dying.” (Lifeway Research, March 20, 2015.)Downloaded on April 07, 2015 from 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/714-what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-beliefs#.VSVImVwirlI  
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The study continues to point out that the younger generation believes that church attendance is 
unusual which leads to a rise in a generation that is fleeing from religion, Christianity, and God. 
Fewer Millennials claim or profess belief in God than at any other time in the last century. This leads 
us to the conclusion that, as a culture, what “one believes about God” is one of the most pressing 
issues of our day. 

Every individual has some sort of belief regarding God. Some will argue that He does not exist while 
others will claim that He is one of many gods to choose from. Others will claim that we are all gods 
and still some will understand the truth which is that there is one true God, our Sovereign Creator 
that has provided a plan of salvation which can only be found through Jesus Christ the Son of God 
and Savior of the World. The Lord declares this truth in Isaiah as He states, 

Isaiah 45:5-6 – 5 I am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I equip you, 
though you do not know me, 6that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the 
west, that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 

Your belief regarding God plays a significant role in determining your worldview. Webster’s 
Dictionary defines “worldview” as “the way someone thinks about the world.” 2 Your worldview is 
always shaped by your beliefs, core values, and specifically how you view God. A Biblical worldview 
looks at the world through a Biblical filter and determines their actions in response to the world from 
a Biblical point of view. A non-Christian will look at the world from a humanistic stand point which 
means that they will respond to the world with a filter focused on self-pleasure or self-benefit which 
brings more gain to their own life or family. 

Studies have found that every individual wrestles with five major questions in life.  The five questions 
are as follows, 

n Origin: Where did we come from? 
n Identity: Who are we? 
n Meaning: Why are we here? 
n Morality: How should we live? 
n Destiny: Where are we going? 

Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek discuss the importance of these questions as they observe , 
The answers to each of these questions depend on the existence of God. If God exists, then there’s ultimate 
meaning and purpose to your life. If there’s a real purpose to your life, then there’s a real right and wrong way to 
live it. Choices you make now not only affect you here but will affect you in eternity. On the other hand, if there is 
no God, then your life ultimately means nothing. Since there is no enduring purpose to life, there’s no right or 
wrong way to live it. And it doesn’t matter how you live or what you believe—your destiny is dust.3 

We must also establish that every single individual holds one of four basic worldviews. Nearly all of 
the different religions in the world fall into one of these four categories. 

§ Theism – This is an individual who believes in a personal God who created the universe but is 
not the universe. Proponents of this view are Christians and religious Jews. 

                                                        
2 Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary., Eleventh ed. (Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster, Inc., 2003). 

3 Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 20. 
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§ Pantheism – This is an individual that believes in an impersonal God that literally is the 
universe. This person believes that God is everything that exists: God is grass, God is the stars & 
sky, or God is the air we breathe. Buddhists, New Age Proponents, and followers of Hindu fall 
into this category. 

§ Atheism – This is an individual that rejects the identity of any type of God. Religious humanists 
fall into this same category. 

§ Agnosticism – This is an individual that believes in some higher power but is unsure regarding 
the identity of this higher power.  

Purpose of Series: Deepen Your Apologetic 

This series focuses on equipping each Christian with a better “apologetic” for their faith. What does 
this mean? A Biblical apologetic is also known as a “defense” for your faith. The basis of a Biblical 
apologetic is found in 1 Peter 3:15 which states,  

1 Peter 3:15 – But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect… 

Peter clearly assumes that Christian ideas are being misunderstood or misrepresented, and urges his 
readers to set the record straight—but to do so graciously and considerately. For Peter, apologetics is 
about defending the truth with gentleness and respect. The object of apologetics is not to antagonize 
or humiliate those outside the church, but to help open their eyes to the reality, reliability, and 
relevance of the Christian faith. Alister McGrath observes, 

The term “apologetics” makes a lot more sense when we consider the meaning of the Greek word on which it is 
based—apologia. An apologia is a “defense,” a reasoned case proving the innocence of an accused person in court, 
or a demonstration of the correctness of an argument or belief. 4 

Christians have taken this advice seriously from the earliest days of the church. The New Testament 
itself contains several important passages—mostly in the Acts of the Apostles—that explain, 
commend, and defend the Christian faith to a variety of audiences. Modern day Christians are called 
to take the same approach with the world around them. This series has been designed to help each 
Christian give a better defense in our modern day times and will answer these basic questions: 

n Is Jesus Christ really the Son of God? 
n Why does God allow pain & suffering? 
n Is there really only one way to heaven? 
n Can we really trust the Bible? 
n How can a Good God allow evil to exist? 

Changing Culture and Seeking Answers 

The first question that we will examine deals with the identity of Jesus Christ as the Unique Son of 
God. We will focus heavily on the evidence supporting the resurrection of Jesus Christ as we answer 
this question, 

Big Question – Is Jesus Christ really the Son of God? 
 

                                                        
4 Alister E. McGrath, Mere Apologetics: How to Help Seekers and Skeptics Find Faith (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2012), 15. 
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There is extensive, compelling, and reliable evidence that proves “Jesus Christ is the Unique Son of 
God who rose from the dead.” This lesson will show evidence supporting three truths about Jesus 
Christ, 

§ Jesus Christ is the Unique Son of God 

§ Jesus Christ rose from the Dead 

§ Jesus Christ is the One and Only Savior of Mankind 

If we desire to answer respond to this question as Christians then we must first identify the current 
belief system of our culture regarding Jesus Christ. We are living in a time in history when the 
majority of adults actually believe that Jesus was a real person but they fail to recognize Him as God 
in the flesh. The Barna Group in their study, What do Americans Believe About Jesus5 discovered, 

§ 92% of adults believe Jesus Christ was a real person who actually lived. 

§ 56% believe Jesus was God in the flesh. 

§ 52% of adults believe that Jesus committed sins like other people. 

§ 26% believe Jesus Christ was simply another religious or spiritual leader. 

We are living in an age of skepticism especially regarding the Word of God and Jesus Christ. 
Christianity has been losing its influence in our country due to the fact that many Christians are not 
grounded in the Word and ready to give a defense for their faith. The results are far reaching as we 
observe that many today are still seeking answers but instead of turning to the religion and Christ 
then they are turning to man, philosophy, technology, and science. Carrie Dann reports, “One in five 
Americans (21%) say religion does not play an important role in their lives.”6  

America is at a crossroads and our role as Christians is as important as ever before. We understand 
that our Christian response at this point matters for generations. According to the Barna group,  

The number of those who are skeptical or agnostic 
toward the Bible—who believe that the Bible is 
"just another book of teachings written by men that 
contains stories and advice"—has nearly doubled 
from 10% to 19% in just three years. This is now 
equal to the number of people who are Bible 
engaged—who read the Bible at least four times a 
week and believe it is the actual or inspired Word 
of God.  

Digging into the population segmentation of Bible 
skeptics, we find that two-thirds are 48 or younger 
(28% Millennials, 36% Gen-Xers). 7 

                                                        
5 Barna Group. What do Americans Believe About Jesus? April 01, 2015. (More information @ 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/714-what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-
beliefs#.VSVImVwirlI)  
6 Carrie Dann, “Losing Faith: 21% Say Religion ‘Not That Important.’ Downloaded April 14, 2014 from http://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-
news/losing-faith-21-percent-say-religion-not-important-n51256 

7 Barna Group, “The State of the Bible: 6 Trends for 2014.” April 8, 2014. Downloaded on April 14, 2014 from 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/664-the-state-of-the-bible-6-trends-for-2014#.U1EUivldXa4  
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The percentage of Americans who believe the Bible is sacred 
has fallen in recent years, from 86% in 2011 to 79% in 2014 
yet more than half of Americans (56%) are "pro-Bible"—
meaning they believe the Bible is the actual or inspired word 
of God with no errors. 

Only 37% of Americans report reading the Bible once a week 
or more. Among those who have read Scripture in the 
previous week, not quite six in 10 (57%) say they gave a lot 
of thought to how it might apply to their life. 8 

What does all of this mean?  
People are searching for answers today. Some will 
choose to listen and accept the truth when it is 
presented to them. Still others will have the truth 
right before them but will choose to turn a blind eye 
to the answers because they do not want to hear 
them. Our responsibility is to present the truth as 
clearly as possible and spread the Gospel message to 
the world. 

Three Truths About Jesus Christ 

We will examine three truths about Jesus Christ in this lesson as previously established. The first truth 
that we examine is will show reasonable evidence supporting this truth, 

Truth #1 – Jesus Christ is the Unique Son of God 
We know more about the life of Jesus Christ than any other single figure in history. Will Durant, the 
famous historian, devoted an entire volume of 751 pages to the years surrounding the life of Christ, 
and he entitled it Caesar and Christ. Durant observed: 

After two centuries of Higher Criticism the outlines of the life, character, and teachings of Christ remain reasonably 
clear, and constitute the most fascinating feature in the history of Western man.9 

The historical and Biblical evidence presented throughout the last several centuries lead us to the 
conclusion that Jesus Christ is the Unique Son of God and Savior of Mankind. A.T. Pierson made this 
observation about Jesus Christ, 

He stands absolutely alone in history; in teaching, in example, in character, an exception, a marvel, and He is 
Himself the evidence of Christianity. He authenticates Himself.10 

The Gospel (Good News) regarding Jesus Christ is preached in pulpit after pulpit. This Good News is 
not about Jesus Christ as a good teacher, good person, good friend, or even good prophet. The Good 
News about Jesus Christ proves that He is the One and Only Son of God as described by Paul in 1 
Corinthians 15 as he states, 

                                                        
8 Ibid.  
9 Will Durant, The Story of Civilization, Vol. 3, Caesar and Christ (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1972), 557. 

10 A. T. Pierson, Many Infallible Proofs, Vol. 2 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, n.d.), 48. 
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1 Corinthians 15:3-6 – 3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 

The belief that Jesus was just a good teacher, not the Son of God or the Savior of the world, has been 
around a long time. Some of the world’s most influential thinkers of the past two centuries have 
actively promoted this idea. The problem remains that history and evidence does not support that 
Jesus Christ was simply a good teacher or good man.  

The Credibility of the Biblical Eyewitness Accounts 
It stands to reason that the most accurate evidence presented regarding the identity of Jesus Christ is 
going to be found in the Word of God. This leads some to be skeptical of the evidence yet the Bible 
has been proven to be one of the most reliable literary documents known to mankind. 
Critical Scholars Agree 
Gary Habermas has completed the most comprehensive study on what scholars believe about the 
Resurrection. Habermas collected more than 1,400 of the most critical scholarly works on the 
Resurrection written from 1975 to 2003. Habermas reports that virtually all scholars from every 
background from the extreme liberal to extreme Bible conservative agree that the following points 
concerning Jesus and Christianity are actual historical facts: 

1. Jesus died by Roman crucifixion. 
2. He was buried, most likely in a private tomb. 
3. Soon afterwards the disciples were discouraged, bereaved, and despondent, having lost hope. 
4. Jesus’ tomb was found empty very soon after his interment. 
5. The disciples had experiences that they believed were actual appearances of the risen Jesus. 
6. Due to these experiences, the disciples’ lives were thoroughly transformed. They were even willing to die for 

their belief. 
7. The proclamation of the Resurrection took place very early, from the beginning of church history. 
8. The disciples’ public testimony and preaching of the Resurrection took place in the city of Jerusalem, where 

Jesus had been crucified and buried shortly before. 
9. The gospel message centered on the preaching of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
10. Sunday was the primary day for gathering and worshiping. 
11. James, the brother of Jesus and a skeptic before this time, was converted when he believed he also saw the 

risen Jesus. 
12.  Just a few years later, Saul of Tarsus (Paul) became a Christian believer, due to an experience that he also 

believed was an appearance of the risen Jesus.11 

The significance of these twelve points of agreement point to the Bible as credible and consistent. If 
we focus our attention specifically on the resurrection of Christ and His identity then we can conclude 
from the twelve points of agreement the following truths as observed by Geisler and Turek, 

The New Testament Story Is Not a Legend—The New Testament documents were written well within two 
generations of the events by eyewitnesses or their contemporaries, and the New Testament storyline is 
corroborated by non-Christian writers. In addition, the New Testament mentions at least 30 historical figures who 

                                                        
11 Gary Habermas, Risen Jesus and Future Hope, 9–10. 



© Dr. Timothy R. Lueking,   ReStart Ministries, Inc.    4-08-15 

7 

have been confirmed by sources outside the New Testament. Therefore, the New Testament story cannot be a 
legend. 

The New Testament Story Is Not a Lie—The New Testament writers included divergent and embarrassing details, 
difficult and demanding sayings, and they carefully distinguished Jesus’ words from their own. They also referenced 
facts and eyewitnesses that their readers either already knew or could verify. In fact, the New Testament writers 
provoked their readers and prominent first-century enemies to check out what they said. If that’s not enough to 
confirm their truthfulness, then their martyrdom should remove any doubt. These eyewitnesses endured 
persecution and death for the empirical claim that they had seen, heard, and touched the risen Jesus, yet they could 
have saved themselves by simply denying their testimony.12 

Literary Scholars Agree 

Some skeptics argue that the Bible cannot be trusted because we have no original manuscripts of the 
Word of God. It is true that we do not have these original manuscripts but it must also be noted that 
we do not have original manuscripts of the writings of Plato, Aristotle, or Caesar yet these writings 
are not attacked by skeptics on the basis of “not having original manuscripts.” There is an actual 
literary standard for gauging the accuracy and reliability of documents where the originals cannot be 
found. Consider these facts about the New Testament for a moment, 

In short, the number of manuscripts in support of the reliability of the New Testament text (and their chronological 
proximity to the original writings) is far beyond anything else known in human literature. There are only nine or ten 
good manuscripts of Caesar’s Gallic War, for example, and the oldest extant manuscript is a thousand years later 
than the original. 13 

However, we have not ten or eleven manuscripts, but five thousand Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, 
dating to within twenty-five years or so of the actual writings. 14 

We know that every New Testament book was recorded within 100 years of the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. Taking this standard and combining it with what we have already learned, we 
observe that the Bible is the most credible and reliable literary document known to mankind. One 
professor observed, 

“From the standpoint of literary evidence, the only logical conclusion is that the case for the reliability of the New 
Testament is infinitely stronger than that for any other record of antiquity.”15- Berkeley Mickelsen 

We also understand from a legal and a historical reliability perspective, the most reliable testimony to 
determine if something is factual is found in the immediate eyewitness accounts. John Montgomery 
gives us three evidential rules that form the “law of evidence” as he states, 

First, the factuality of an event is determined by the probability of the evidence supporting it. Thus, Christians are 
“precisely on the right track when they defend their position in terms of the weight of factual evidence for Christ’s 
deity.” Moreover, this probability evidence is considered independently on its own weight. 

Second, evidence must be derived from “the most reliable sources of information.” This means that statements from 
eyewitnesses are the most trustworthy and carry the most weight. The New Testament is “primary source” 

                                                        
12 Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 300. 
13 Robert J. Morgan, Evidence and Truth: Foundations for Christian Truth, Biblical Essentials Series (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2003), 85. 

14 Ibid, 86. 
15 A. Berkeley Mickelsen, “Is the Text of the New Testament Reliable?” in Can I Trust the Bible? ed. Vos, 176. 
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information because it was written by those who personally knew Jesus or who were close associates of His 
apostles. 

Third, in cases where no direct eyewitnesses are available, the law allows circumstantial evidence to be 
determinative. In the case of the resurrection, no one was actually there the moment Jesus arose from the dead. 
However, as Montgomery explains, eyewitnesses testified that Jesus was put to death by crucifixion, placed in a 
tomb, disappeared from that tomb unaided, and later made numerous post resurrection appearances over a forty-
day period. This is more than enough circumstantial evidence to establish the authenticity of His resurrection.16 

Now that we have established the reliability of the Word of God regarding eyewitness accounts when 
dealing with the resurrection or identity of Jesus Christ then we must turn to the evidence. The 
Biblical eyewitness accounts show the Jesus Christ is the Unique Son of God. 

Eyewitness Account #1 – God Proves It 

Matthew 3:16-17 – 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” 

Eyewitness Account #2 – Jesus Proves It 

Mark 14:61-62 – 61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 

Eyewitness Account #3 – Apostles and Other Followers of Christ Prove It 

Matthew 14:22,33 – 22Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to 
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds…33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, 
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 

John 1:49 – Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 

1 Peter 1:16-18 – 16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you 
the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For 
when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the 
Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard 
this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain. 

Eyewitness Account #4 – Enemies Prove It 

Matthew 8:28-29 – 28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two 
demon-possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that 

                                                        
16 John Warwick Montgomery, Law and Gospel, 34–35. 
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way. 29 And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come 
here to torment us before the time?” 

Mark 3:11 – And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and cried out, 
“You are the Son of God.” 

Mark 15:39 – And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his 
last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

Eyewitness Account #5 – Prophecy Proves It 

There are 456 prophecies about the Jesus Christ the Messiah in the Old Testament. A list of the Old 
and New Testament prophecies regarding the coming Messiah and fulfillment in Jesus Christ is listed 
in Appendix A.  

Peter Stoner and Robert Newman, in their Book Science Speaks, demonstrate the statistical 
improbability of any one man, accidentally or deliberately, from the day of these prophecies down to 
the present time, fulfilling just eight of the hundreds of prophecies Jesus fulfilled. They demonstrate 
that the chance of this happening is 1 in 1017 power. Stoner gives an illustration that helps visualize 
the magnitude of such odds: 

Suppose that we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet 
deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. Blindfold a man 
and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar and say that this is the right 
one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just the same chance that the prophets would have had 
of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the present time, 
providing they wrote using their own wisdom.17 

Truth #2 – Jesus Christ Rose from the Dead and Conquered Death Forever  
The second truth that we examine is found as we deal with the evidence supporting the literal 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. When Christians are asked to provide evidence that their 
beliefs are grounded in truth rather than legend or wishful thinking, they invariably point to the 
resurrection of Jesus. The reasons, said J. I. Packer, professor emeritus at Regent College, are 
numerous and critically important: 

The Easter event, so they affirm, demonstrated Jesus’ deity; validated his teaching; attested the completion of his 
work of atonement for sin; confirms his present cosmic dominion and his coming reappearance as Judge; assures us 
that his personal pardon, presence, and power in people’s lives today is fact; and guarantees each believer’s own 
reembodiment by Resurrection in the world to come.18 

The evidence for the resurrection is overwhelming as presented throughout the Word of God and 
history. What is the evidence? Again let’s look at the eyewitness accounts for reliability.  The Bible 
records many eyewitness accounts of the literal resurrected body of Christ as He ministered to His 
followers for over 40 days after his death. Geisler and Turek observe, 

Peter, Paul, and John all claim to be eyewitnesses, and Luke and the writer of Hebrews claim to be informed by 
eyewitnesses. In addition, the New Testament writers name others who saw the Resurrection. Paul specifically 
lists 14 people whose names are known as eyewitnesses of the Resurrection (the 12 apostles, James, and himself) 

                                                        
17 Peter Stoner and Robert Newman, Science Speaks (Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1976), 106–107. 

18 Gary Habermas and Antony Flew, Did Jesus Rise from the Dead? (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987), xi. 
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and claims that there were more than 500 others. Matthew and Luke confirm the appearances to the apostles. All 
four Gospels mention the women as witnesses, with Mark identifying them as Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother 
of James, and Salome. Luke adds Joanna. That’s four more. Acts 1 also reveals that Joseph called Barsabbas was an 
eyewitness (Acts 1:23).19 

Consider these accounts as recorded in Scripture and history, 

Bible Eyewitness Accounts 

Acts 1:3 – He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 
Acts 2:32 – This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
Acts 3:15 – And you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are 
witnesses. 
1 Corinthians 15:3-7 –3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are 
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 

History Proves It 

Josephus, the famed Jewish historian, lived from A.D. 37 to 95. He records the death and resurrection 
of Jesus as a fact in his Jewish Antiquities, he wrote: 

Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful 
works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and 
many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had 
condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive 
again the third day,c as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning 
him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.20 

The Roman writer Phlegon wrote in his Chronicles,  

Jesus, while alive, was of no assistance to himself, but that he arose after death, and exhibited the marks of his 
punishment, and showed how his hands had been pierced by nails?21 

Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances were numerous, widespread, and occurred under a variety of 
circumstances. The Bible states that Jesus made fifteen different appearances in His resurrected body. 
Geisler and Turek provide a chart detailing the order of twelve post resurrection appearances of 
Christ as recorded in the New Testament. This chart is found in Figure #1. 

                                                        
19 Geisler and Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist , 253. 

20 Flavius Josephus and William Whiston, The Works of Josephus: Complete and Unabridged (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1987). 

21 Referenced by Origen (A.D. 185?–254?). See Habermas, Historical Jesus, 218. Phlegon’s writings do not survive but are referenced by Origen 
and Julius Africanus. 
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Figure #1 

Four Opposing Views of the Resurrection 
There are several opposing views regarding the resurrection of Jesus Christ. These views range from 
simple to complex and yet none of these views can accurately explain away the resurrection. Several 
of these views and the Christian response can be found as follows. 

Hallucination Theory 

One theory states that all the eyewitnesses of the resurrection simply were hallucinating. There are 
two major problems with this theory. First, there is the empty tomb. All the Jewish leaders and 
Roman leaders had to do was present evidence that Jesus Christ was still in the tomb yet they could 
not do this because the tomb was empty and Christ had risen.  

The second problem with this theory is that hallucinations are not experienced by groups rather they 
are experienced by individuals. Geisler and Turek observe, 

The hallucination theory doesn’t work because Jesus did not appear once to just one person—he appeared on a 
dozen separate occasions, in a variety of settings to different people over a forty-day period. He was seen by men 
and women. He was seen walking, talking, and eating. He was seen inside and outside. He was seen by many and by 
a few. A total of more than 500 people saw this risen Jesus. And they were not seeing a hallucination or a ghost 
because on six of the twelve appearances Jesus was physically touched and/or he ate real food (see table 12.1 on 
next page).22 

The Witnesses Went to the Wrong Tomb 

Another theory that is examined is that the disciples and followers of Christ went to the wrong tomb. 
There are once again two major problems with this theory. First, if the followers of Christ had gone to 

                                                        
22 Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 302. 
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the wrong tomb, the Jewish leaders would have easily gone to the right one and paraded Jesus’ body 
around the city. Geisler and Turek observe, 

 The tomb was known by the Jews because it was their tomb (it belonged to Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin). And the tomb was known by the Romans because they placed guards there. As William Lane 
Craig notes, the wrong tomb theory assumes that the all of the Jews (and the Romans) had a permanent kind of 
“collective amnesia” about what they had done with the body of Jesus.23 

Second, this theory does not explain how Jesus Christ appeared to different individuals in 15 different 
accounts listed in the Word of God. The Jewish leaders could not explain the resurrection away. 

Swoon or Apparent Death Theory 

The third theory that we examine is the theory that Jesus had simply passed out on the cross and did 
not actually die. This theory holds that Christ was still alive when placed in the tomb. There are 
numerous problems with this theory and no evidence to support it. 

First, the evidence of death was proven to both friends and enemies at the crucifixion. Jesus would 
never have been allowed off of the cross alive. We also understand that the Romans were 
professionals at crucifixions. They whipped and beat Jesus brutally to the point of his collapse. They 
then drove heavy, wrought-iron nails through his wrists and feet, and plunged a spear into his side. 
They didn’t break his legs to speed death because they knew he was already dead. Pilate even 
checked to make sure Jesus was dead.  

We also observe that modern doctors studied the evidence of the crucifixion of Christ and wrote this 
article in the March 21, 1986, edition of the Journal of the American Medical Association, 

Clearly, the weight of historical and medical evidence indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to his side 
was inflicted and supports the traditional view that the spear, thrust between his right rib, probably perforated not 
only the right lung but also the pericardium and heart and thereby ensured his death. Accordingly, interpretations 
based on the assumption that Jesus did not die on the cross appear to be at odds with modern medical 
knowledge.24 

Second, if Jesus was alive when laid in the tomb then he still could not have rolled away a two ton 
rock to rise from the tomb. He then would have to get past the Roman guards. 

The Disciples Stole the Body 

This theory states that the disciples simply stole the body of Christ. The theory that the disciples stole 
Jesus’ body cannot support the skeptic’s last option—that the New Testament writers were all 
deceived. Why? Because the theory makes the New Testament writers the deceivers, not the deceived 
ones! This, of course, flies in the face of all the evidence we’ve seen so far. Geisler and Turek observe, 

The theory takes the untenable position that the New Testament writers were all liars. For some inexplicable 
reason, they stole the body in order to get themselves beaten, tortured, and martyred! Adherents to this theory 
cannot explain why anyone would do this. Why would the disciples embark on such a self-defeating conspiracy? 
And why did every one of them continue to say that Jesus had risen from the dead when they could have saved 
themselves by recanting that testimony? 

                                                        
23 Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 301-03. 

24 William D. Edwards, Wesley J. Gabel, and Floyd E. Hosmer, “On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ,” Journal of the American Medical Association 
255, no. 11 (March 21, 1986): 1463. 
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In addition to the disciples’ severe conflict of interest, adherents of this theory cannot explain other absurdities 
required by their theory. For example, how did the disciples get past the elite Roman guards who were trained to 
guard the tomb with their lives? If Jesus never rose from the dead, then who appeared to Paul, James, and the other 
eyewitnesses? Did the New Testament writers lie about their conversions too? Did Paul simply make up the 
evidence found in 1 Corinthians? And what about the non-Christian writers? 25 

Out of all the opposing view of the resurrection, none can provide solid evidence supporting their 
claims. Jesus Christ rose from the grace and conquered death once and for all proving that He is the 
Son of God and Savior of the world. 

Truth #3 – Jesus Christ is the One and Only Savior who Gives Eternal Victory 
The final truth that we examine is found as we consider 1 Corinthians 15:56-58. It is within these 
verses that we observe the fact that with the Resurrection Jesus Christ conquered death, 

1 Corinthians 15:56-58 – 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved 
brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in 
the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

The reality is that Jesus Christ stands out among history as more than just a great man or a great 
teacher. He stands out because He is unique in the fact that He is the only Savior of the universe. 

Evidence #1 – Jesus is God 

We have shown you the evidence that Jesus Christ not only is the Son of God, but He is God and we 
understand this evidence from Isaiah 43:11, Luke 2:11, John 10:30 

Isaiah 43:11 – I am the Lord, and besides me there is no savior. 

Luke 2:11 – For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 

John 10:30 – I and the Father are one. 

John 14:7 – If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him. 

Jesus is God in the flesh. This is one of the most central facts that every Christian must defend in the 
day in which we live. Sabellius, a second-century heretic, the forerunner of the Unitarians, taught that 
Jesus was only a radiation, a manifestation of God. The truth is that Jesus is not simply a 
manifestation of God rather He is God manifest. There is a difference and it marks the difference 
between salvation and judgment.  

Evidence #2 – Jesus Christ Rose from the Dead 

We have also shown you the evidence that He rose from the dead just like the Bible and history have 
shown. Robert J. Morgan put all of his evidence together in this fashion as he observed, 

                                                        
25 Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don't Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 306-07. 
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No other leader of any other religion ever authenticated his message by rising from the dead. And no other leader 
of any other religion ever proved himself alive by “many convincing proofs.” 26 

Evidence #3 – Jesus Christ is the One and Only Savior 

All of this evidence leads us to one conclusion. Christianity is the only religion that shows that Jesus 
Christ is God and He rose from dead. The evidence points to the reliability that Jesus Christ is who 
He claimed to be and that is: Jesus Christ is the One and Only Savior of Mankind.  

§ What does this mean? According to Scripture, 

We Have Victory in Christ 

1 Corinthians 15:57 – But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Our Sins are Forgiven in Christ 

John 1:29 – The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 

Salvation is Only Found in Christ 

John 14:6 – Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

Conclusion and Application 

As we conclude our study, we reflect upon the facts that have been revealed to us through historical 
evidence, eyewitness account, and Biblical proofs. We can only conclude from the evidence that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, God in the flesh, and has conquered death once and for all. This evidence 
changes everything for mankind and it is our responsibility to share this Gospel truth with the rest of 
the world. Why? First, we are commanded to be the “salt and light” to a dying world. Second, we 
understand that how you respond to Christ matters for eternity. Karl Barth once observed, 

“What a person thinks about Christ determines what he ultimately thinks about everything else.” 

What should we do with this evidence? We should respond in three important ways, 

1.) Accept – First, we must accept God’s Word as inspired and reliable which means that the 
historical eyewitness accounts are reliable as well. 
 

2.) Confirm – Second, we must study God’s Word in a manner that we become individuals that 
know how to rightly handle the Word of God and confirm its accuracy to a skeptical world. 
 

3.) Engage – Finally, we must share God’s accurate truth about Jesus Christ with a dying world 
by being willing to engage the lost, hurting, and wounded! 

 

                                                        
26 Robert J. Morgan, Evidence and Truth: Foundations for Christian Truth, Biblical Essentials Series (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2003), 65. 
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Appendix A – Messianic Prophecies of the Old and New Testaments 

Prophecy OT Reference NT Fulfillment 

Seed of the woman .................................................... Genesis 3:15 ..................... Galatians 4:4, Hebrews 2:14 

Through Noah’s sons  ......................... Genesis 9:27 ..................... Luke 6:36 

Seed of Abraham ....................................................... Genesis 12:3 ..................... Matt. 1:1, Galatians 3:8, Gal. 3:16 

Seed of Isaac  ......................................................... Genesis 17:19 ................... Romans 9:7, Hebrews 11:18 

Blessing to nations ..................................................... Genesis 18:18 ................... Galatians 3:8 

Seed of Isaac  ......................................................... Genesis 21:12 ................... Romans 9:7, Hebrews 11:18 

Blessing to Gentiles ................................................... Genesis 22:18 ................... Galatians 3:8, Gal. 3:16, Heb. 6:14 

Blessing to Gentiles ................................................... Genesis 26:4 ..................... Galatians 3:8, Gal. 3:16, Heb. 6:14 

Blessing through Abraham ...................................... Genesis 28:14 ................... Gal. 3:8, Gal. 3:16, Heb. 6:14 

Of the tribe of Judah .................................................. Genesis 49:10 ................... Revelation 5:5 

No bone broken Exodus 12:46 .................................. John 19:36 

Blessing to firstborn son ........................................... Exodus 13:2 ..................... Luke 2:23 

No bone broken Numbers 9:12 ................................ John 19:36 

Serpent in wilderness ................................................ Numbers 21:8, 9 .............. John 3:14, 15 

A star out of Jacob ..................................................... Numbers 24:17-19 .......... Matt. 2:2, Luke 1:33, 78, 

   .........................................................  .......................................... Revelation 22:16 

As a prophet  ......................................................... Deut. 18:15, 18, 19 ........... John 6:14, 7:40, Acts 3:22, 23 

Cursed on a tree ......................................................... Deut. 21:13 ....................... Galatians 3:13 

Throne of David established forever ...................... 2 Sam. 7:12, 13, 16, 26   ... Matt. 19:28, 21:4, 25:31, 

   ......................................................... I Chr. 17:11-14, 23-27,  

   ......................................................... 2 Chr. 21:7 ........................ Mark 12:37, Luke 1:32, John 7:4, 

   .........................................................  .......................................... Acts 2:30, 13:23, Romans 1:3, 2 

   .........................................................  .......................................... 2 Tim. 2:8, Heb. 1:5, 8, Heb. 8:1 

   .........................................................  .......................................... Heb. 12:2, Rev. 22:1 

A promised Redeemer .............................................. Job 19:25-27 ..................... John 5:28, 29, Gal. 4:4, Eph. 1:7, 

   .........................................................  .......................................... 11, 14 

Declared to be the Son of God ................................. Psalms 2:1-12 ................... Matt. 3:17, Mark 1:11, Acts 4:25, 

   .........................................................  .......................................... 26, Acts 13:33, Heb. 1:5, 5:5 

   .........................................................  .......................................... Rev. 2:26, 27, Rev. 19:15, 16 

His Resurrection ........................................................ Psalms 16:8-10 ................. Acts 2:27, 13:35, 26:23 

Hands and feet pierced ............................................. Psalms 22:1-31 ................. Matt. 27:31, 35, 36 

Mocked and insulted ................................................ Psalms 22:7-8 ................... Matt. 27:39-43, Matt. 27:45-49 

Soldiers cast lots for coat .......................................... Psalms 22:18 .................... Mark 15:20, 24, 25, 34, Luke 19:24 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 23:35, John 19:15-18, 23, 24, 
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   ...................................................  ...................................... 34, Acts 2:23, 24 

Accused by false witnesses .............................. Psalms 27:12 ................ Matt. 26:60, 61 

He commits His spirit ....................................... Psalms 31:5 .................. Luke 23:46 

No bone broken ................................................. Psalms 34:20 ................ John 19:36 

Accused by false witnesses .............................. Psalms 35:11 ................ Matt. 26:59-61, Mark 14:57, 58 

Hated without reason ....................................... Psalms 35:19 ................ John 15:24, 25 

Friends stand afar off ........................................ Psalms 38:11 ................ Matt. 27:55, Mark 15:40 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 23:49 

I come to do Thy will ........................................ Psalms 40:6-8 .............. Hebrews 10:5-9 

Betrayed by a friend .......................................... Psalms 41:9 .................. Matt. 26:14-16, 47, 50 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Mark 14:17-21, Luke 22:19-23 

   ...................................................  ...................................... John 13:18, 19 

Known for righteousness ................................. Psalms 45:2, 6, 7 .......... Hebrews 1:8, 9 

His resurrection ................................................. Psalms 49:15 ................ Mark 16:6 

Betrayed by a friend .......................................... Psalms 55:12-14 .......... John 13:18 

His ascension  ................................................... Psalms 68:18 ................ Ephesians 4:8 

Hated without reason ....................................... Psalms 69:4 .................. John 15:25 

Stung by reproaches ......................................... Psalms 69:9 .................. John 2:17, Romans 15:3 

Given gall and vinegar ..................................... Psalms 69:21 ................ Matt. 27:34, 48, Mark 15:23 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 23:36; John 19:29 

Exalted by God .................................................. Psalms 72:1-19 ............ Matt. 2:2, Phil. 2:9-11, Heb. 1:8 

He speaks in parables ....................................... Psalms 78:2 .................. Matt. 13:34, 35 

Seed of David exalted ....................................... Psalms 89:3, 4, 19,  

   ................................................... 27-29, 35-37 ................. Luke 1:32, Acts 2:30, 13:23 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Rom. 1:3, 2 Tim. 2:8 

Son of Man comes in glory .............................. Psalms 102:16 .............. Luke 21:24, 27, Rev. 12:5-10 

“Thou remainest” .............................................. Psalms 102:24-27 ........ Heb. 1:10-12 

Prays for His enemies ....................................... Psalms 109:4 ................ Luke 23:34 

Another to succeed Judas ................................. Psalms 109:7, 8 ............ Acts 1:16-20 

A priest like Melchizedek ................................ Psalms 110:1-7 ............ Matt. 22:41-45, 26:64 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Mark 12:35-37, 16:19 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Acts 7:56, Eph. 1:20, Col. 1:20 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Heb. 1:13, 2:8, 5:6, 6:20, 7:21, 8:1 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Heb. 10:11-13, 12:2 

A chief corner stone .......................................... Psalms 118:22, 23 ........ Matt. 21:42, Mark 12:10, 11 
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   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 20:17, John 1:11, Acts 4:11 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Eph. 2:20, 1 Peter 2:4 

The King comes in the name of the Lord ....... Psalms 118:26 .............. Matt. 21:9, 23:39, Mark 11:9 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 13:35, 19:38, John 12:13 

David’s seed to reign ........................................ Psalms 132:11 cf. 2 ..... Matt. 1:1 

   ................................................... 2 Sam. 7:12, 13, 16, 25, 26, 29 

Declared to be the Son of God ......................... Proverbs 30:4 .............. Matt. 3:17, Mark 14:61, 62 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 1:35, John 3:13, John 9:35-38 

   ...................................................  ...................................... John 11:21, Rom. 1:2-4, 10:6-9 

   ...................................................  ...................................... 2 Peter 1:17 

Repentance for the nations .............................. Isaiah 2:2-4 .................. Luke 24:47 

Hearts are hardened ......................................... Isaiah 6:9, 10 ............... Matt. 13:14, 15, John 12:39, 40 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Acts 28:25-27 

Born of a virgin .................................................. Isaiah 7:14 ................... Matt. 1:22, 23 

A rock of offense ............................................... Isaiah 8:14, 15 ............. Romans 9:33, I Peter 2:8 

Light out of darkness ........................................ Isaiah 9:1, 2 ................. Matt. 4:14-16, Luke 2:32 

God with us  ................................................... Isaiah 9:6, 7 ................. Matt. 1:21, 23, Luke 1:32, 33 

   ...................................................  ...................................... John 8:58, 10:30, 14:19 

   ...................................................  ...................................... 2 Cor. 5:19, Colossians 2:9 

Full of wisdom and power ............................... Isaiah 11:1-10 .............. Matt. 3:16, John 3:34, Rom. 15:12 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Hebrews 1:9 

Reigning in mercy ............................................. Isaiah 16:4, 5 ............... Luke 1:31-33 

Peg in a sure place ............................................. Isaiah 22:21-25 ............ Revelation 3:7 

Death swallowed up in victory ....................... Isaiah 25:6-12 .............. I Cor. 15:54 

A stone in Zion .................................................. Isaiah 28:16 ................. Romans 9:33, I Peter 2:6 

The deaf hear, the blind see  ............................ Isaiah 29:18, 19 ........... Matt. 5:3, 11:5, John 9:39 

King of kings, Lord of Lords ........................... Isaiah 32:1-4 ................ Revelation 19:16, 20:6 

Son of the Highest ............................................. Isaiah 33:22 ................. Luke 1:32, I Tim. 1:17, 6:15 

Healing for the needy ....................................... Isaiah 35:4-10 .............. Matt. 9:30, 11:5, 12:22, 20:34, 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Matt. 21:14, Mark 7:30, John 5:9 

Make ready the way of the Lord ..................... Isaiah 40:3-5 ................ Matt. 3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 3:4, 5 

   ...................................................  ...................................... John 1:23 

The Shepherd dies for His sheep .................... Isaiah 40;10, 11 ........... John 10:11, Heb. 13:20 

   ...................................................  ...................................... I Peter 2:24, 25 

The meek Servant .............................................. Isaiah 42:1-16 .............. Matt. 12:17-21, Luke 2:32 
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A light to the Gentiles ....................................... Isaiah 49:6-12 .............. Acts 13:47, 2 Cor. 6:2 

Scourged and spat upon .................................. Isaiah 50:6 ................... Matt. 26:67, 27:26, 30, Mark 14:65 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Mark 15:15, 19, Luke 22:63-65 

   ...................................................  ...................................... John 19:1 

Rejected by His people ..................................... Isaiah 52:13-53:12 ....... Matt. 8:17, 27:1, 2, 12-14, 38 

Stuffed vicariously ............................................ Isaiah 53:4-5 ................ Mark 15:3, 4, 27, 28, Luke 23:1-25 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 23:32-34 

Silent when accused .......................................... Isaiah 53:7 ................... John 1:29, 11:49-52 

Crucified with transgressors ........................... Isaiah 53:12 ................. John 12:37, 38, Acts 8:28-35 

Buried with the rich .......................................... Isaiah 53:9 ................... Acts 10:43, 13:38, 39, I Cor. 15:3 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Eph. 1:7, I Pet. 2:21-25, I Jn 1:7, 9 

Calling of those not a people ........................... Isaiah 55:4, 5 ............... John 18:37, Rom. 9;25, 26, 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Revelation 1:5 

Deliverer out of Zion ........................................ Isaiah 59:16-20 ............ Romans 11:26, 27 

Nations walk in the light .................................. Isaiah 60:1-3 ................ Luke 2:32 

Appointed to preach liberty ............................ Isaiah 61:1-3 ................ Luke 4:17-19, Acts 10:38 

Called by a new name ...................................... Isaiah 62:1, 2 ............... Luke 2:32, Rev. 3:12 

Thy King cometh ............................................... Isaiah 62:11 ................. Matt. 21:5 

A vesture dipped in blood ............................... Isaiah 63:1-3 ................ Rev. 19:13 

Afflicted with the afflicted ............................... Isaiah 63:8, 9 ............... Matt. 25:34-40 

The elect shall inherit ........................................ Isaiah 65:9 ................... Rom. 11:5, 7, Heb. 7:14, Rev. 5:5 

New heavens and a new earth ........................ Isaiah 65:17-25 ............ 2 Pet. 3:13, Rev. 21:1 

The Lord our righteousness ............................. Jeremiah 23:5, 6 .......... John 2:19-21, Rom. 1:3, 4 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Eph. 2:20, 21, I Peter 2:5 

Born a King  ................................................... Jeremiah 30:9 .............. John 18:37, Rev. 1:5 

Massacre of infants ........................................... Jeremiah 31:15 ............ Matt. 2:17, 18 

Conceived by the Holy Spirit .......................... Jeremiah 31:22 ............ Matt. 1:20, Luke 1:35 

A New Covenant ............................................... Jeremiah 31:31-34 ....... Matt. 26:27-29, Mark 14:22-24 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 22: 15-20, I Cor. 11:25 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Heb. 12:24, 13:20 

A spiritual house ............................................... Jeremiah 33:15-17 ....... John 2:19-21, Eph. 2:20, 21 

   ...................................................  ...................................... I Peter 2:5 

A tree planted by God ...................................... Ezek. 17:22-24 ............. Matt. 13:31, 32 

The humble exalted ........................................... Ezek. 21:26, 27 ............ Luke 1:52 

The good Shepherd ........................................... Ezek. 34:23, 24 ............ John 10:11 
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Stone cut without hands .................................. Daniel 2:34, 35 ............ Acts 4:10-12 

His kingdom triumphant ................................. Daniel 2:44, 45 ............ Luke 1:33, I Cor. 15:24, Rev. 11:15 

An everlasting dominion ................................. Daniel 7:13, 14 ............ Matt. 24:30, 25:31, 26:64 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Mark 14:61, 62, Acts 1:9-11 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Revelation 1:7 

Kingdom for the saints ..................................... Daniel 7:27 .................. Luke 1:33, I Cor. 15:24, Rev. 11:15 

Time of His birth ............................................... Daniel 9:24-27 ............. Matt. 24:15-21, Luke 3:1 

Israel restored  ................................................... Hosea 3:5 ..................... John 18:37, Rom. 11:25-27 

Flight into Egypt ................................................ Hosea 11:1 ................... Matt. 2:15 

Promise of the Spirit ......................................... Joel 2:28-32 .................. Acts 2:17-21, Romans 10:13 

The sun darkened .............................................. Amos 8:9 ...................... Matt. 24:29, Acts 2:20, Rev. 6:12 

Restoration of tabernacle .................................. Amos 9:11, 12 .............. Acts 15:16-18 

Israel regathered ................................................ Micah 2:12, 13 ............. John 10:14, 26 

The Kingdom established ................................ Micah 4:1-8 .................. Luke 1:33 

Born in Bethlehem ............................................. Micah 5:1-5 .................. Matt. 2:1, Luke 2:4, 10, 11 

Earth filled with knowledge  

of the glory of the Lord .................................... Habakkuk 2:14 ........... Rom. 11:26, rev. 21:23-26 

The Lamb on the throne ................................... Zech. 2:10-13 ............... Rev. 5:13, 6:9, 21:24, 22:1-5 

A holy priesthood ............................................. Zech. 3:8 ...................... John 2:19-21, Eph. 2:20, 21 

   ...................................................  ...................................... I Peter 2:5 

A heavenly High Priest .................................... Zech. 6:12, 13 .............. Hebrews 4:4, 8:1, 2 

Triumphal Entry ................................................ Zech. 9:9, 10 ................ Matt. 21:4, 5, Mark 11:9, 10 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Luke 20:38, John 12:13-15 

Sold for 30 pieces of silver ............................... Zech. 11:12, 13 ............ Matt. 26:14, 15 

Money buys potter’s field ................................ Zech. 11:12, 13 ............ Matt. 27:9 

Piercing of His body ......................................... Zech. 12:10 .................. John 19:34, 37 

Shepherd smitten – sheep scattered ............... Zech. 13:1, 6, 7 ............ Matt. 26:31, John 16:32 

Preceded by Forerunner ................................... Malachi 3:1 .................. Matt. 11:10, Mark 1:2, Luke 7:27 

Our sins purged ................................................. Malachi 3:3 .................. Hebrews 1:3 

The light of the world ....................................... Malachi 4:2, 3 .............. Luke 1:78, John 1:9, 12:46, 

   ...................................................  ...................................... 2 Peter 1:19, Rev. 2:28, 19:11-16 

   ...................................................  ...................................... Rev. 22:16 

The coming of Elijah ......................................... Malachi 4:5, 6 .............. Matt. 11:14, Matt. 17:10-12 

 


