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copyright division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A. All rights reserved. 

The Challenge facing Today’s Christian 
How can there be only one way to Heaven? After all, don’t all religions lead to the same place? These 
are valid questions that are asked by many individuals today. Out of the many man-made 
philosophies, theologies, and false religions in this life there is only one truth that leads to eternal life. 
That one truth is summed up in John 14:6 as Jesus states, 

John 14:6 (ESV) – Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

Even though Christians proclaim that faith in Jesus alone is the only way to enter into heaven, a 
skeptical world struggles to accept this fact. Part of the reason as to why individuals are struggling to 
accept this truth is due to the fact that the world has a conflicting view of God. The reality today is 
that God has a mediocre reputation with millions of Americans. Greg Kinnaman and George Barna in 
the book “Churchless” (See Figure #1) observe, 

 When asked to choose from a series of possible descriptions of God, four out of five churched people select the 
“all-knowing, all-powerful, perfect creator of the universe who still rules the world today.” However, less than half 
of the unchurched choose that description…One-fifth of unchurched people contend that “god” refers to “a state of 
higher consciousness that a person may reach”; one in seven says there is no God; one in ten claims that God 
“refers to the total realization of personal, human potential”; 4 percent argue that “there are many gods, each with 
different power and authority”; another 7 percent claim that “everyone is god”; and the remaining 3 percent say 
they do not know if God exists or how to characterize who or what God is.1 

                                                        
1 George Barna and David Kinnaman, Churchless: Understanding Today’s Unchurched and How to Connect with Them (Tyndale, 2014). 
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Figure #1 – How the Unchurched Perceive the Nature of God 

The evidence illustrates that we live in a world that is struggling when it comes to the Biblical truth 
regarding the “way to eternal life” and sadly this is the confusion is propagated by a lack of Biblical 
understanding regarding this subject among Christians. Consider for a moment the different answers 
to this subject given from professed followers of Christ as found in Figure #2. 

It is fact that even with all the confusion regarding this topic, many individuals are seeking answers 
to this subject. The Barna Group has observed the challenge of the day for Christians, 

A new nationwide survey indicates that people’s views have changed. The study discovered that half of all adults 
now contend that Christianity is just one of many options that Americans choose from and that a huge majority of 
adults pick and choose what they believe rather than adopt a church or denomination’s slate of beliefs.2 
Americans are struggling to determine how faith, Christianity and church fit into contemporary life…43% of 
Americans said it doesn’t matter what religious faith you follow because they all teach the same lessons; 54% of 
Americans disagree. Half of Americans (50%) believe that all people are eventually saved or accepted by God no 
matter what they do, while 40% disagreed.3 

The truth remains the same whether people accept or reject it. The truth is summed up as follows, 

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Only Way, Truth, and Life. He is the Only Savior of the world. 

The One Minute Apologist explains this truth in clear terms in the video, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0NGniQP-v0 

                                                        
2 Barna Group, “Christianity Is No Longer Americans’ Default Faith.” January 12, 2009. Downloaded on April 28, 2014 @ 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/faith-spirituality/15-christianity-is-no-longer-americans-default-faith#.U2WG_PldXa4  

3 Barna Group, “Top Trends of 2011: Changing Role of Christianity.” December 19, 2011. Downloaded on May 02, 2014 @ 
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/faith-spirituality/543-top-trends-of-2011-changing-role-of-christianity#.U2p_xPldXa4  
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This same truth is also recorded in the Gospel of John. The context of John 14:1-7 points all of creation 
to this critical truth as we observe, 

John 14:1-7 – 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.” 

Figure #2 – When You Die, I Believe You Will…4 

                                                        
4 https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/714-what-do-americans-believe-about-jesus-5-popular-beliefs#.VTfy-lwirlI 
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The words of Jesus Christ are crystal clear when it comes to truth land the way to enter into eternal 
life. I have been asked many times as to the evidence that supports this view from both a Christian 
and non-Christian perspective.  

Answering the Big Question: How can there be only one way to Heaven? 
If we desire to answer this question in the most reliable manner then we must realize three important 
facts about truth. These facts must be established in order to fully understand the truth regarding the 
way to eternity. 

Fact #1 – Truth is Absolute not Relative 
Many in our world declare that absolute truth cannot be known rather truth is relative. The argument 
that all truth is relative defeats itself because we could not rely on the theory of “relative truth” 
because nothing is concrete. This allows man to govern their own life and the lives of others based on 
what man-made morals versus a standard of morals that has been instituted from beginning of time. 

We understand that there is Absolute Truth when we look at the world of math. We know that (2+2 = 
4). It is absolute not relative even if a person wants it to be relative. Dan Story and William Lane Craig 
observe, 

Many non-Christians assume that all religions are paths to the same mountain top, that all religions lead to the 
Supreme Being and eternal bliss. The implication is that all religions are equal, similar in their teachings, and 
acceptable to God. How could they all be right? Opposing views cannot all be right. In fact, only one can be right, 
and all the rest have to be wrong. Like arithmetic, there is only one correct answer to any figure, and all others are 
wrong, no matter how close to the right answer they may be.5 
Clearly all religions cannot be true. For they have contradictory views about the nature of ultimate reality, the 
world, man, moral values, and so on.6 

Absolute Truth as found in the Word of God proves to be accurate but also comforting to a world that 
is filled with uncertainty and chaos. Why is this the case? The Word of God declares that Absolute 
Truth is directly connected to Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Way to Eternal Life as found in 
John 14:1-4, 

John 14:1-4 – 1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 

Jesus starts by declaring that there is no reason to “let your hearts be troubled.” The Greek word for 
“Troubled” means “to shake,” or “to stir up.” It is used to describe the literal stirring up of the pool of 
Bethesda (5:7) and, figuratively, of severe mental or spiritual agitation (Matt. 2:3; 14:26; Luke 1:12; 
24:38; John 11:33; 13:21; Acts 15:24). 

Christ is emphasizing that His followers of His time and followers today can take confidence in 
knowing that if you believe in God then believe also in Him for as He will show, He is God in the 
flesh. He will prove this in the days ahead as He goes to the cross, dies for your sin, then raises on the 
third day, conquering death once and for all. 

                                                        
5 Dan Story, Defending Your Faith (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1997), 109-110. 
6 William Lane Craig, Hard Questions, Real Answers (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2003). 
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He gives comfort to His followers by declaring that He is going to prepare a place for them in eternity 
and they will dwell with Him forever if they follow Him until the end. The Word of God declares, 

John 10:7-10 (ESV) – 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I 
am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. 
Acts 4:12 (ESV) – And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved. 

With this statement, Jesus establishes Himself as the one True Savior and the only Way to eternity. He 
is the only Way in a world that tries to offer many options. 

This is the Law of Non-Contradiction which states that “A” cannot be “A” and “non-A” at the same 
time and in the same sense. Otherwise competing religions cannot claim opposite and competing 
truths about Jesus Christ and both religions still be right.  

Key Point – Jesus Christ is the Only Way in a World of Opposing Options 

It is a fact that Jesus is the One and Only Savior of the world. He is not simply one of many options 
because the evidence points to the reality that He is the only One that has risen from the grave, 
conquered death once and for all, and ascended into heaven. He is God in the flesh and He came to 
atone for the sin of mankind. 

Fact #2 – Truth is Not Legislated nor Orchestrated by Man  
The second fact observed is that “truth” cannot be legislated or orchestrated by mankind. There is an 
absolute truth so it stands to reason that only the author of that truth has the right to change it.  

The moment man attempts to legislate truth and morality, the culture begins corroding from the 
inside out. Mankind is bent on fulfilling his own pleasure. He will pass laws and manipulate truth to 
fulfill this pleasure and distance himself from God, heading down the path of eternal destruction. It is 
observed, 

1 John 2:15,17 – 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him…17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 

God alone has defined the standard of truth through Jesus Christ. This standard has been written on 
the heart of mankind since creation and can be found today in the inspired Word of God. 

Due to the fact that mankind is continually wrestling with whether to please God or their own 
pleasure then often Christians will be confronted with this charge: You are Intolerant or Narrow Minded! D. 
James Kennedy observed,  

“If the moral and cultural climate of our age has any theme, it is that of tolerance. To an immoral, ungodly, and 
sinful generation, the only virtue that remains is tolerance of everybody else’s sin.”7 
“Christians who stand up for what they believe are accused of intolerance, yet those making the accusation are 
themselves displaying incredible intolerance of Christian belief.”8 

                                                        
7 D. James Kennedy, Skeptics Answered (Sisters, OR: Multnomah Publishers, 1997), 102. 
8 Ibid, 103. 
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The world has redefined tolerance to acceptance. The reality is that Christians accept Jesus Christ as 
the Only Way to Eternal Life because it is TRUE! Observe the unique characteristics of the truth that 
we proclaim through Jesus Christ as found in John 14:5-6. 

John 14:5-6 (ESV) – 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.” 

Three Unique Characteristics About Divine Truth 
Divine truth will always be considered intolerant by worldly men because divine truth cannot 
tolerate lies, myths, or fables regarding the Lord and the salvation of mankind. Why is this the case? It 
is because of the unique characteristics of divine truth as set apart by the Lord.  

§ Divine Truth is Inspired and Orchestrated by God Before the Beginning of Time 

Revelation 22:13 – I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 
beginning and the end. 

§ Divine Truth Clearly Directs Mankind Toward Eternal Victory 

Jeremiah 29:11 – For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. 

§ Divine Truth is Directly Connected and Discovered Only Through Jesus Christ  

Colossians 3:3-4 – 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Jesus Christ is crystal clear and direct as He states, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.” This is the sixth “I AM” statement from Jesus in John’s 
gospel. Let us consider what the threefold statement of Christ means, 

§ The Way – Jesus alone is the way to God (10:7–9; Acts 4:12).  

Acts 4:12 (ESV) – And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

John 10:7-9 – 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the 
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and 
find pasture. 

Understanding Jesus as the only Way to eternal life seems difficult for some to accept. Yet when one 
looks to the consequences of the sin of mankind then one is compelled to consider the logic of eternal 
salvation as found in no other than Christ alone due to His sacrifice on the cross. WilliamLan Craig 
observes, 

A hard teaching, no doubt; but the logic of the New Testament is simple and compelling: the universality of sin and 
the uniqueness of Christ’s sacrifice entail that there is no salvation apart from Christ.9 

                                                        
9 William Lane Craig, Hard Questions, Real Answers (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2003). 
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§ The Truth – Jesus alone is the truth (John 1:14, 17; 18:37; Rev. 3:7; 19:11) about God. – The Greek word for 
“truth” describes “an eternal reality not limited to historical fact.”10  

John 1:17 – For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ. 

John 8:31-32,36 – 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my 
word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free…36So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

§ The Life – Jesus alone possesses the life of God (John 1:4; 5:26; 11:25; 1 John 1:1; 5:20).  

John 20:31 – But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

Understanding truth in this manner through the perspective of truth found only “in and through” the 
divine Son of God brings one to the knowledge of eternal life. This means that when one rejects this 
truth then one also rejects eternal life. William Lane Craig observes, 

But God in His grace has provided a means of salvation from this state of condemnation: Jesus Christ, by His 
expiatory death, redeems us from sin and justifies us before God (3:21-26). It is through Him and through Him 
alone, then, that God’s forgiveness is available (5:12-21). To reject Jesus Christ is therefore to reject God’s grace and 
forgiveness, to refuse the one means of salvation that God has provided. It is to remain under His condemnation 
and wrath, to forfeit eternal salvation. For someday God will judge all people, punishing “those who do not know 
God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 
from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power” (2 Thess. 1:8-9).11 

The claim that Jesus Christ is the One Way, Truth, and Life is a narrow and particular statement 
known as “Particularism” which is the view that only one religion is a means of salvation. The competing 
alternative view is that of “Pluralism” is the view that many religions are means of salvation. William Lane 
Craig gives us a good understanding of the difference between these two views as found in the Appendix. 

Key Point – Jesus Christ is the Only Truth in an Age of Tolerance 

Fact #3 – Truth Cannot Be Found Apart from Christ 
The final fact about “truth” that we understand is that “truth” cannot be found apart from Jesus 
Christ. Truth as established by God is found only in Jesus Christ. This understanding of truth is life 
changing for it leads one to the author and sustainer of life. John Piper observed that understanding 
truth in this manner is critical as he states, 

It is crystal clear that “the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” is given by God as the solution for the universal 
problem of sin. The thought that there are other saviors or other ways of getting right with God besides is an 
imagination of man, not a revelation of God.12 

                                                        
10 James Swanson, Dictionary of Biblical Languages With Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament), electronic ed. (Oak Harbor: Logos Inc., 
1997). 

11 William Lane Craig, Hard Questions, Real Answers (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2003). 
12 John Piper,  Jesus: The Only Way to God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2010). 
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Jesus Christ established that the reason why divine truth was different than that of man is due to the 
fact that it is found directly through the Lord alone and not the philosophies of man as found in verse 
7. 

John 14:7(ESV) –If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him. 

The world tries to convince man that Christ was nothing more than a man among other men, a 
teacher among other teachers. But the work of Christ proves otherwise. John Piper observes, 

The work of Christ in the obedience of the cross is pictured as the divine answer to the plight of the whole human 
race. It is not presented as one way among many to remedy the condemnation that happened to all humans 
through Adam.13 

Not only does the work of Christ reveal His identity but we also observe that His identity is revealed 
through His own teaching and testimony. The same question asked of the disciples is asked of every 
man, woman, and child from every nation and background even still today… “If you had known 
Me…” The Lord’s statement was nothing less than a claim to full deity and equality with the Father.  

Evidence of Deity 
§ Jesus Christ is the only way to God because He is God. 

§ Christ is not merely a manifestation of God; He is God manifested. 

1 John 5:20 – And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 
the true God and eternal life. 

This truth is the defining fact that divides true from false views of Christ.  

Culture’s Claim – Many throughout history and today have regarded Jesus as nothing more than a good man; an 
exemplary, virtuous moral or religious teacher. But that is impossible. No one who claimed to be God incarnate, if 
his claim were false, could be a good man. If he knew his claim was false, he would be a liar; if he sincerely 
believed it was true when it was not, he would be a raving lunatic.  

The evidence throughout this series conclusively shows that Christ was neither a liar nor lunatic. 
Rather He is God in the flesh, exactly as He claimed to be. 

Christ has Proven that He is the Unique Son of God. 
Christ has Proven that He is the Unique Conqueror of Death 
Christ has Proven that He is the Unique God in the Flesh 
Christ has Proven that He is the Unique Savior of the World  

What does all of this mean for the world today? It means that you must consider all the evidence both 
circumstantial and concrete that reveals the identity of Christ and YOU must decide as to what you 
will do with this evidence.  

The fact is that if you choose to reject the Biblical and factual evidence regarding the identity of Jesus 
Christ then you are also rejecting “victory and Life.” The same question that you are forced to wrestle 
with today is the same that Jesus posed before Martha along the roadside as she was coping with the 
death of her brother then Jesus confronted her with the truth of “Victory and Life” even when facing 
death. 

                                                        
13 John Piper, Jesus: The Only Way to God (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2010). 
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John 11:25-27 – 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who is coming into the world.” 

Key Point – Jesus Christ is the Only Source of Eternal Life 

Appendix 

Religious Particularism vs. Religious Pluralism14 

Particularism is the view that only one religion is a means of salvation. Pluralism is the view that 
many religions are means of salvation. 

Fallacious Arguments for Pluralism 
When you examine the arguments on behalf of pluralism, you’ll find many of them to be almost 
textbook examples of informal fallacies.  

Argument ad Hominem 
For example, it’s frequently asserted that it’s arrogant and immoral to hold to any kind of religious 
particularism because you then have to regard everybody who disagrees with you as mistaken. 
Therefore, religious particularism is false. 

This seems to be a textbook example of the logical fallacy known as “argument ad hominem,” which 
tries to invalidate a position by attacking the character of those who hold to it. This is a fallacy 
because the truth of a position is independent of the moral character of those who believe it. To 
illustrate: Imagine a medical scientist who finally discovers an AIDS vaccine that really works. 
Suppose, moreover, that this fellow is really full of himself. He boasts openly of his discovery, he 
claims that he deserves the Nobel Prize, he looks down on his colleagues as mental midgets because 
they didn’t discover the vaccine, and so on. Clearly, he’s arrogant and immoral in his behavior. But 
does that do anything to undermine the truth of his claim to have discovered the sole AIDS vaccine? 
More pointedly, if you had AIDS, would you refuse to take his vaccine because he is arrogant and 
immoral? I hope not! The truth of a position is independent of the character of those who hold it. In 
the same way, even if it were the case that all religious particularists were arrogant and immoral, that 
would do nothing to prove that their particular views are false.  

Not only that, but why think that arrogance and immorality are necessary conditions of being a 
particularist? Suppose I’ve done all I can to discover the truth about God. Suppose I’ve studied 
various religions; I’ve sincerely sought God in prayer. Suppose as a result of my search I’m convinced 
that Christianity is true, and so I humbly embrace Christian faith as an undeserved gift of God. Am I 
arrogant and immoral for believing what I sincerely think is true? What else can I do but believe it? I 
think it’s true! 

Finally, and even more fundamentally, this objection is a double-edged sword. For the pluralist also 
believes that his view is right and that all those adherents to particularistic religious traditions are 
wrong. Therefore, if holding to a view that many others disagree with means you’re arrogant and 
immoral, then the pluralist himself would be convicted of arrogance and immorality. 

© Dr. Timothy Lueking, ReStart Ministries, Inc. – April 2015 

                                                        

14 William Lane Craig, On Guard (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2010). 


